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How Actuarial exams are different 

 Very high standards 

 Self preparation plays major role, lack of classroom training 

 Practical questions are asked 

 Study and work together 

 Requires a lot more hard work and time management 

 Enough Incentives 

 



Time table for preparation 

Nov – Jan Study Core Reading, Q&A 

Feb Revision, X series 

March – Apr Attempt previous exam questions/Mock Exam 

 NEVER wait for exam results to start preparation 

 Start early - Preparation intensity will increase naturally 

 Prepare weekly time schedule 

 Prepare milestones 

 Ask someone to keep a check on you 

 Never leave a chapter untouched for long 

 

 

 



Making Notes 

 For each chapter (Much like summary in core reading) 

 Should be brief 

 Easily re-collectable 

 Extendable as you read through past papers etc. 

 

 

 

 



Making Notes (Snapshot of a chapter) 



Use of Acronyms 



Mock Exam 

 At least 20 days before the exam 

 With full preparation 

 Practice under the same stress condition 

 Study your failures in detail and understand why they happened 

 

 

 

 

 



During Exam 

 Reading time is important 

 Attempt first the questions you know best 

 Mark the order in which you’d like to attempt the paper 

 Number of marks x 1.8 = Minutes to be allotted 

 Try to attempt full 100 !! 

 

 

 

 

 



Attempting an essay type question (1/2) 

 Underline the important points in the question 

 Do not give general answers 

 Think of chapters it relates to and recollect the snapshot 

 Note down briefly the points you wish to cover before answering 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Discuss an approach Advantages & Disadvantages both 

Discuss on two 

methods 

Similarities & Differences 

Discuss on suggestion  - Why suggestion has been made? 

 - Does it serve the purpose? 

 - Alternatives? 



Attempting an essay type question (2/2) 



Summarize 

 Prepare well in advance 

 Stick to the time table 

 Notes and acronyms are handy 

 Practice and Practice !! 

 

“The more you sweat in practice, the less you bleed in war” 

 

 

 

 



Thank You 


